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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 05474 091038Z 

12 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO DODE-OO NRC-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 

TRSE-00 ERDA-07 CIAE-00 COME-OO /047 W 

055989 

R 090945Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5539 

UNCLAS JIDDA 5474 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ESTC, SA 

SUBJECT: P.L. EXPORT TRANSACTION CHECK 

REF: STATE 192430 

1 . DISCUSSED ORDER FOR 1000 REELS VIDEL TAPE CASSETTES 
WITH LOCAL FIRM WHICH STATES ALL TO BE RETAILED IN SAUDI 
ARABIA. 

2. INFO FROM FIRMS BEARS OUT OUR OBSERVATION THAT SAUDI 
ARABIA POSSIBLY HAS MORE VIDEO RECORDERS PER CAPITA THAN 
ANY OTHER COUNTRY. FIRM STATES THAT SONY IS MARKETING 
THOUSANDS OF SIMILAR VIDEOTAPE REELS LOCALLY. 

3. SINCE MOVIES AND PUBLIC CINEMA SHOWINGS ARE FORBIDDEN 
IN SAUDI ARABIA, MANY INFORMAL VIDEOTAPE CLUBS HAVE 
FORMED WHOSE MEMBERS COPY AND EXCHANGE VIDEOTAPE FILMS OF 
FEATURE FILMS. THERE IS HARDLY A FAMILY OF MEANS IN 

JIDDA WHICH DOES NOT POSSESS A VIDEO RECORDER. VIDEOTAPE 
SALES ARE BRISK. 

4. EMBASSY PERCEIVES NO OBJECTION TO SALE AND 
ISSUANCE OF RE-EXPORT PERMIT. VOLUME IS NOT UNUSUAL. 

WE ANTICIPATE GROWING PURCHASES FROM U.S. BY LOCAL 
MERCHANTS INTERESTED IN BREAKING NEAR MONOPOLY BY SONY. 
PORTER 
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